
 

 

 

                                        

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BEAVER RUN RESORT AND CONFERENCE CENTER 

620 VILLAGE ROAD 

BRECKENRIDGE, CO 80424 

 

The Colorado Chapter of the Association of Family and Conciliation Courts (COAFCC) is a statewide 

interdisciplinary association of professionals dedicated to improving the lives of children and families 

through the resolution of family conflict. 

 

 

 
 

 
Who Should Attend 

Professionals who work in and with the family law system: 
 

● Judges & Magistrates              ● Family & Juvenile Lawyers 

● Family Court Facilitators         ● PREs and CFIs 

● Therapists                                  ● Parent Educators 

● Mediators/ENAs                       ● Parent Coordinators 

● Students                                     ● Scholars & Researchers 

● Decision-Makers/Arbitrators ● CASA Volunteers  

● Domestic Violence Advocates 

Fourth Annual COAFCC State Conference 

October 11-13, 2019 
 

 Understanding & 

Intervening: 

When Children 

Refuse Contact  

with a Parent 



 

 
 

 

About this Conference 
 

In keeping with our mission, COAFCC is building a collaborative statewide community of professionals who work in and with the 
family law system.  Our goal is to promote professional education, disseminate knowledge and research, foster innovation, and 
promote best practices.  For more than a decade we have been pleased to offer single day conferences and short programs.  
Since 2015, we have been hosting an annual multi-day interdisciplinary COAFCC state conference in a relaxing central location, 
drawing professionals from all over Colorado (and surrounding areas).  Our intention is to foster communication and 
coordination among the various professionals in the family law community, and promote consistent, high quality practices 
throughout the state.  The multi-day interdisciplinary state conference format will help maintain Colorado as a national leader in 
family law system practices. 
 
Children who are exposed to their parents’ stress and conflict during divorce and are unable to understand the complexities of 
adult life often come to blame one parent and eventually reject them.  The effects of this loss to the child are well-documented.  
Rejecting a parent puts children at risk for lower self-esteem, self-denigration, anxiety, depression, disruptive behavior and 
negative effects on their relationships with their own children and partners later. 

 

Courts have been the primary resource for these families to resolve conflict, yet litigation often further entrenches conflict 
dynamics while increasing stress on kids and consuming valuable resources of both the families and the family courts.  Parents, 
their attorneys and their mental health professionals, by advocating for their “side” further polarize the family. 

 

COAFCC is excited to announce that nationally renowned psychologists Robin Deutsch and Matthew Sullivan will present an 
advanced program which will inform and train professionals to work with the entire family system to help with parenting 
resistance and refusal.  The program will discuss children’s vulnerabilities, characteristics of the aligned and of the rejected 
parent, and external influences like professionals and extended families.  This is a complex issue with multiple factors impacting 
it. 

 

Drs. Deutsch and Sullivan have designed the “Overcoming Barriers” program which has been at the forefront of rethinking 
parent-child contact problems and continues to seek innovative and effective solutions to supporting families in conflict who 
have become part of this impending public health crisis. 

 

In addition to gaining superb education, this conference will offer the opportunity for attendees to engage in interdisciplinary 
discussion and debate about various issues.  Through this critical dialogue we will begin to build a statewide community.  
Toward that end, the conference offers ample opportunity to network and socialize with new and old colleagues.  The schedule 
also includes downtime to relax, rejuvenate, and spend time with your family if you choose to bring them.  The COAFCC Board 
of Directors and Program Committee look forward to welcoming you! 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 

Conference Presenters 
Keynote Speakers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Robin M. Deutsch, PhD, ABPP 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
         Matthew Sullivan, PhD 

 
 

Dr. Robin Deutsch provides consultation, mediation, parenting coordination and 

expert witness services in Wellesley , MA.  She is Board certified in Couple and Family 

Psychology.  She developed and was the director of the Center of Excellence for 

Children, Families and the Law at the William James College where she is currently a 

Professor in the Clinical Psychology department.  Previously she was an Associate 

Clinical Professor of Psychology at Harvard Medical School and for over 20 years 

Director of Training and Forensic Services in the Children and the Law Program at 

Massachusetts General Hospital.  She developed and teaches the Certificate in Child 

and Family Forensic Issues at William James College and is a founder of Overcoming 

Barriers, an organization that provides family-centered services for families in conflict.  

She has published extensively on issues related to attachment, alienation, co-

parenting after divorce, high conflict divorce, parenting plans, and parenting 

coordination, and is the co-author of 7 Things Your Teenager Won’t Tell You: and How 

to Talk about Them Anyway (Ballantine, 2005, 2011) and co-editor with Abigail Judge 

of the book Overcoming Parent-Child Contact Problems: Family-Based Interventions 

for Resistance, Rejection, Alienation (Oxford, 2016).   

Dr. Deutsch currently serves as Chair of the American Psychological Association (APA) 

working group to Review Scientific Literature Regarding High Conflict Family 

Relationships with Child Involvement.  She was the 2008-2009 President of the 

Association of Family and Conciliation Courts (AFCC), and the former Chair of the APA 

Ethics Committee (2007). She served on the AFCC task force that developed 

Guidelines for Examining Intimate Partner Violence, the American Psychological 

Association (APA) task force that developed Guidelines for Parenting Coordinators 

(2011), the Association of Family and Conciliation Courts (AFCC) Task Force that 

developed Guidelines for Parenting Coordinators (2006), and the AFCC Task force that 

developed Guidelines for Court Involved Therapists (2010).  She is a fellow of APA, 

2006 recipient of the American Psychological Association Karl F. Heiser Presidential 

Award for Advocacy, the 2017 recipient of the Massachusetts Psychological 

Association Kenneth D. Herman, Ph.D. J.D. Career Contribution Award, and the 2018 

recipient of the AFCC John E. Van Duzer Distinguished Service Award. 

Matthew J. Sullivan, Ph.D. has been in private practice in Palo Alto, California, 

specializing in forensic and clinical work in the Family Courts for 30 years. He is the 

author of numerous peer-reviewed articles, book chapters and books on topics 

related to work in high conflict shared custody situations. He is a pioneer in the 

development of Parenting Coordination role internationally. 

He is President of the Association of Family and Conciliation Courts (AFCC). He just 

completed service on the American Psychological Association Ethics Committee.  He 

is the co-founder of Overcoming Barriers, Inc., which is a non-profit organization 

that has developed a variety of innovative programs for high conflict shared custody 

arrangements.  

Dr. Sullivan received the 2012 Joseph Drown award for outstanding service to 

children by the Association of Family and Conciliation Courts, California chapter.   



 

 
 

Additional Conference Presenters 
 

JAMIE DARR, PH.D.     DAVID LITTMAN, ESQ 

ELIZABETH BONANNO, ESQ    ANDREW NICKEL, ESQ 

HONORABLE MARTIN GONZALES   BARBARA SHINDELL, LCSW 

JANE IRVINE, LPC      JUDGE BETTY STROBEL (RET.) 

 

Conference Schedule 
Friday, October 11, 2019   

Come early and enjoy the morning in the mountains! 
Registration opens at 12 Noon. 

 

12:45-1:00      Welcome and Introductions  

 COAFCC President, Laurie Mactavish 
 

1:00-2:30 Parental Alienation: In Search of Common Ground 

 Matthew Sullivan, PhD 
 

2:30-2:45        Break 
 

2:45-4:15         Assessment of Parenting Time Resistance and Refusal 

  Robin Deutsch, PhD, ABPP 
 

4:15-5:00         Eliminate the ‘He Said/She Said’ – Improving Communication and Keeping Parents 
Accountable in High-Conflict Cases 

  Bryan Altman, OFW 
 

5:00-7:00         Welcome Reception and Silent Auction  
Join us for drinks, hors-d’oeuvres, socializing and shopping! Bid early! Bid often! 

 

Saturday, October 12, 2019 – Morning Sessions 

8:00-8:45 Continental Breakfast  
 

8:45-10:15 Structuring Interventions/Differential Interventions for Estrangement, Trauma, and 

Alienation 

 Robin Deutsch, PhD, ABPP 
 

10:15-10:30  Break   
 

10:30-12:00  A Team Approach to Intervention 

  Matthew Sullivan, PhD 
 

12:00- 1:30 Lunch: On your own.  Explore Breckenridge.  Connect with new and established contacts.  

 
 

 



 

 
 

Conference Schedule (cont.) 

 

Saturday, October 12, 2019 – Afternoon Sessions 

1:30-3:00 Breakout Groups: Case Formulation and Treatment Planning for Parenting Time Resistance 

and Refusal Using a Case Example 

 Robin Deutsch, PhD, ABPP & Matthew Sullivan, PhD 

 

3:00-3:30  Break 
 

3:30-5:00  Multidisciplinary Panel of Experts: Reactions and Responses from Attorneys and Judicial 

Officers 

  Elizabeth Bonanno, Esq.   

  Robin Deutsch, PhD, ABPP   

Honorable Martin A. Gonzales, 12th Judicial District  

Judge Betty Strobel (ret.) 

Matthew Sullivan, PhD 

  Moderator: David Littman, Esq. 

 

5:00  Adjourn  

Get to know your COAFCC colleagues and network at dinner! 

 

Sunday, October 13, 2019 

8:30-9:00 Continental Breakfast 
 

9:00-10:30 Ethics of Intervening in Parenting Time Resistance and Refusal 
 Andrew C. Nickel, Esq. 
 

10:30-10:45  Break 
 

10:45-12:15 Report from the Trenches: Experiences & Lessons Learned from Reunification Therapy in 

Colorado 

 Jamie Darr, PhD 

 Jane Irvine, LPC 

 Barbara Shindell, LCSW 

 

12:15 Closing Remarks:  COAFCC President, Laurie Mactavish  

 

12:30 Adjourn 
 

Enjoy the rest of your stay in Breckenridge.  Safe travels home! 

 

Please 

remember to 

turn in your 

evaluation form! 



 

 
 

Socializing, Networking and Relaxing 
 

Welcome Reception and Silent Auction 
The Welcome Reception will take place Friday, October 11 at 5:00 pm, following the afternoon program.  

Please join us for drinks, hors-d’oeuvres and socializing.  While you’re mingling, be sure to bid early and 

often at the 4th Annual COAFCC Silent Auction!  Proceeds will be used to keep fees to attend future 

COAFCC conferences down, help support scholarships to attend AFCC and COAFCC events, and support 

COAFCC outreach programs.  Silent Auction winners will be posted on Saturday morning.  Contributors to 

the auction will be recognized in the silent auction catalog and COAFCC newsletter.   

If you would like to donate an item or volunteer to help set up the auction, please contact Rebecca Pepin 

at rpepin@jbplegal.com or 303.678.0560 

 

 

 

 

Deepest Gratitude to our Reception Sponsors! 

Gene Gross, PsyD 

Kathleen McNamara, PhD, PLLC 

 

 

Networking & Free Time 

There will be ample opportunity to network and chat with colleagues.  Lunch and dinners are optimal times 
to connect with others.  Additional free time is built into the schedule to enable attendees to enjoy the 
beautiful mountain scenery and the quaint town of Breckenridge.  October is low season so enjoy the 
discounts at restaurants and shops with no crowds!  Bring your family for a relaxing weekend or enjoy the 
company of colleagues. 

                      



 

 
 

Conference Information 
 

COAFCC Members Can Save up to $100.00 on Conference Registration Rates!  

Register and pay by August 30, 2019 to receive the lowest rate!  This “extra early bird” rate 

is only available to COAFCC members (To all others: Join AFCC and COAFCC today and get 

the same low rate!!)  Regular early bird rates are available for all.  Discounts are available 

for eligible individuals.  See registration details.  Register online at www.coafcc.org or use 

the mail-in form.  
 

 

Hotel Accommodations  

The conference will be held at the beautiful and recently renovated Beaver Run Resort and Conference 

center, located at 620 Village Rd., Breckenridge, CO, 80424, just a 3 block walk to historic Main Street in 

the Town of Breckenridge.  There are a wide range of accommodation options, including traditional 

hotel rooms, studio, one and two bedroom condominiums, as well as large executive and specialty 

suites.  Amenities include: On site spa, tennis court, mini golf, arcade room, pool, sauna, exercise room, 

Jeep rentals, six hot tubs, Spencer’s Restaurant & Lounge, CopperTop Bar, business center, and 

complimentary shuttle within Breckenridge town limits.  Reserve your room at: 

https://reservations.travelclick.com/97052?groupID=2607341 or by calling 800-525-2253.  Reference 

COAFCC Fall Conference 2019.   

 

 

COAFCC attendees are offered special rates ranging from $119 to $195 per night depending on the type 

of room reserved.  Reservations received after September 10, 2019 will be provided on a space 

available basis.  A one night’s deposit is required at the time of booking.  Reservations must be 

cancelled at least 72 hours prior to arrival to receive a refund less a $35.00 processing fee.  

Cancellations fewer than 72 hours from arrival date are subject to one night’s cancellation fee.  For 

other resort regulations pertaining to no shows, late arrivals, and early departures, please visit the 

resort website.  Check in time is 4:00 pm and check out time is 11:00 am.  Based on occupancy levels, 

the Resort cannot guarantee early check in or late check out.  However, in the event accommodations 

are not immediately available, changing facilities and baggage storage will be provided.  Beaver Run is a 

non-smoking and cannabis free property, with all non-smoking units.  Wireless internet access is 

complimentary in the guest rooms, resort common areas and conference rooms.  Parking at the Beaver 

Run parking garage or surface parking will be available at no charge.   

 

  
                               

 

 

  

http://www.coafcc.org/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Freservations.travelclick.com%2F97052%3FgroupID%3D2607341&data=02%7C01%7C%7C9e9ca0355e0f4a848ff408d715de8c47%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637001917894659527&sdata=S0GNEydOBJ2KAg00fv8SdSpwk90L5btF9kbtvolG%2FN8%3D&reserved=0


 

 
 

Conference Information (cont.) 
Climate 

Temperatures in mid-October in Breckenridge range from an average high of 56°F to an average low of 

20°F.  Meeting rooms may be cool, so bring a light jacket or sweater.   

 
Air Travel 

Beaver Run Resort is located approximately 90 miles west of Denver International Airport (DIA) and 

approximately 70 miles east of the Eagle-Vail airport.   

 
Ground Transportation 

There are shuttle services from both airports to Beaver Run.  You may book a reservation through Summit 

Express at:  http://www.summitexpress.com or call 855-686-8267, or through Colorado Mountain Express 

at http://coloradomountainexpress.com or call 800-525-6363.  The shuttles drop off and pick up at the 

hotel lobby.  It is best to make an advance reservation due to the less frequent shuttle runs in the fall.  

Major rental companies are also available at the airports.  

 
Conference Materials  

Materials for this conference will be delivered to you electronically a few days before the event at no 

additional charge.  If you wish a hard copy of the slides in front of you during the program, please print 

them before you come.   

 
Continuing Education Credits 

COAFCC will provide a certificate of attendance, including 12 hours of educational contact, at no charge. 

Mental health professionals will need to verify approval with their licensing or credentialing boards to 

meet any continuing education requirements.  The conference has been approved for 14 General Credits 

of Continuing Legal Education (CLEs) for Colorado attorneys and judges.  The conference is eligible for up 

to 12.0 hours of Continuing Education (CE) for psychologists.  The Association of Family and Conciliation 

Courts (AFCC) parent organization is approved by the American Psychological Association (APA) to sponsor 

continuing education for psychologists.  AFCC maintains responsibility for the program and its content.   

 
Cancellation Policy 

Transfer of registration to another person may be done once, at any time, without a fee.  All requests for 

refunds must be made in writing or by email notification.  Those who provide written notice of 

cancellation by email or postmarked by September 13, 2019 will be issued a full refund minus a $35.00 

service fee.  No refunds will be issued for cancellations received after September 13, 2019.  COAFCC 

reserves the right to cancel any training or substitute any presenter should circumstances arise that are 

beyond our control.  
 
 

  

http://www.summitexpress.com/
http://coloradomountainexpress.com/


 

Conference Registration Form 
Register and pay online at:  http://www.coafcc.org or mail this registration form and your check to:  
April Freier, 4307 W 6th Street, Greeley, CO 80634. Make checks payable to COAFCC. 
 
Check the box that applies to you: 
 

EXTRA Early Bird!!       Early Bird       Regular Rate   
    Pay (postmark)                             Pay (postmark)                       Pay (postmark) 

          by 8/30/19              by 9/13/19                    on or after 9/14/19 
 

COAFCC Member              $300.00                  $325.00            $375.00    

Nonmember         Go to afccnet.org              $350.00             $400.00   
           and join AFCC/COAFCC 

       to get member rates!  
                      

 

Registration rates are discounted 25% for graduate students, law students, CASA volunteers, Court staff, and legal and 

mental health professionals in practice three years or less. 

 

COAFCC Members                           $225.00       $243.75    $281.25   
Eligible for Discount              
 

Non-member       Go to afccnet.org      $262.50    $300.00     
Eligible for Discount      and join AFCC/COAFCC 

     to get member rates! 
 

    

Name:           

 

Address:          

 

City: _________________ State: _________Zip:__________________ 

 

Email (please print clearly): 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone: __________________________________________________ 

 

Total Amount Paid: $_______________ 

 

 
 
 
 

Questions?  Contact April Freier, COAFCC Administrative Assistant at aprilfreier@hotmail.com 
 
 

          

Please check no more than two boxes 

that best describe you: 

  Judicial Officer 

  Psychologist 

  Lawyer 

  Court Personnel 

  Mediator 

  CFI/PRE 

  Mental Health Professional 

  Student 

  Therapist 

  Parent Educator 

http://www.coafcc.org/
mailto:aprilfreier@hotmail.com


 
           
COAFCC 2019-2020 Conference Planning Committee 
Board of Directors     Co-Chairs: 

President       Gene Gross, Psy.D. 
Laurie Mactavish  Sarah Quinlan, JD 

    
Vice President/President-Elect   
Resa Hayes, MA, LPC, NCC          
        Members: 
Past President       Terry Duffin  
Leonard Tanis, Esq.      Ann Gushurst 
        Armand Lebovits 
Secretary       Beth Lieberman 
Rebecca Pepin, JD      Laurie Mactavish 
        Barbara Pevny 
Treasurer        Barbara Shindell 
Barbara Pevny, MA, LPC     Robert Smith 
Deborah Anderson, JD 
Fran Fontana, JD 
Gene Gross, Psy.D. 
Ann Gushurst, JD 
Katie Hays, JD  
Magistrate John Jostad 
Beth Lieberman, LCSW 
Barbara Shindell, MSSW 
Robert Smith, JD, M.Div. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.coafcc.org 


